Treasure Valley Back Country Horsemen 
Meetings held at FRA Building 1012 11th Ave North Nampa ID Web site:www.tvbch.com  Meetings the 4th Tues  Feb – Nov  
2011 TVBCH OFFICERS
PRESIDENT
KEITH LAMBRECHT 888-1392
VICE PRES.  BONNIE FOX 880-4776
SECRETARY ALICE MILLINGTON 475-4107
TREAS. CINI BAUMHOFF 658-1143
2011 TVBCH BOARD MEMBERS
MAUREEN JACKSON’10 
880-7430

WENDY COOME ’10 
495-2302

ALIE COLUMBUS ’10 
353-3127
PAULA MCDERMOTT ’10
250-4331
DENNIS MCDERMOTT’10 
412-3453
Jim Freeland ’11

495-1245
Jim Fox ’11

459-2179
Ken Nungesser ’11

467-5686
Patty Pennington ’11
585-2792
State Board Directors (2) 
Bonnie Fox 880-4776-John Millington 475-4107 alt Jim Fox 459-2179 
501C3  Rep:  Alice Millington 475-4107
COMMITTEES:

NEWSLETTER/WEBSITE – Jill Nebeker 922-4370 tvbchnewsletter@hotmail.com
EQUIPMENT COORD. –Dennis & Paula McDermott  250-4331 
PHONE TREE –need new volunteer
PROJECT REPORTS: Ali Columbus 353-3127 eponas.nightmare@gmail.com 
2011 Project reports: Finalized = None 
<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>
Thanks to Dick Pelkola and Conveyor Engineering for printing our newsletter!!
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
( July 20-27, 2011 44 Cabin log replacement.  Joe Williams = trail boss 467-4359. Park at Snowshoe Cabin and pack in down Pistol Creek.  
( July 20-24, 2011 Bear Valley Trail Clearing. Bonnie Fox 880-4776 or Paula McDermott 250-4331 Pot luck dinner (hamburgers provided by Bonnie) Friday night. Call Bonnie or Paula for head count. 
( July 26-2011 Monthly Meeting FRA Building 7:30 pm –
Rescheduled to August pending road access to trail head

( July 14-17, 2011 44 Creek Trail Clearing.  w/Raina Phillips from Challis NF Bonnie Fox=Trail Boss 880-4776  

<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<
June minutes Treasure Valley Back Country Horsemen June 28, 2011 Minutes

Members Present—Keith Lambrecht, Bonnie and Jim Fox, Alice and John Millington,  Ken Nungesser, Patty Pennington, Jill Nebeker, Paula and Dennis McDermott, Pam Jorstad, Les Chapman, Tiya Joice, Jim Freeland, Bill Lewis, Terry Burgess, Joe Williams, Wendy Coome, Whit Whitham, and Mike Carl. Guests—Bill and Lois Murphy (Boise BCH) and Karen Ryals and Kristie Ryals (THRIVE).

Education—The meeting began at 7:30 pm with our education for the evening: Kristie Ryals and Karen Ryals, independent sales consultants for Shelf Reliance THRIVE, were introduced and shared information about, and prepared food made from, the THRIVE line of food products. These products are flash frozen to maintain their nutritional value and taste over an extended period of time.  The food, which ranges from single items such as eggs or cheese, to entrees such as Ham Fried Rice Pack or chili, can be stored in their containers from 6 months to 2 years, depending on the product.  Karen explained that you can use the food on pack and camping trips as ice is not needed to keep the food fresh, much can be packed in a small space, and you can prepare varied meals. TVBCH members enjoyed sampling prepared berry cobbler, chicken sandwich spread, dried fruit, and breakfast casserole, among other things, prepared using the THRIVE products. To learn more about the products call Kristie, 208-703-6173.

President Lambrecht called the meeting to order following the presentation on THRIVE. Wendy made a motion to approve the May minutes as published on our website. Bonnie seconded. Motion passed. 

Equipment—Dennis McDermott had the chains sharpened.

2012 Calendars—Ken Nungesser had researched companies and trailers and sent in ideas to the calendar committee for a grand prize. They chose the Double R Trailer company to build a 2-horse slant load trailer, the Grand Prize for 2012.

2011 Grants—John Millington signed contracts for our 2011 RAC projects. No news, yet, about whether our 2012 projects have been approved. 

Deer Flat Wildlife Refuge use proposal—Whit Whitham asked that members show up at the Nampa City Hall, June 30th at 6:30 pm, to show support for continued use of trails by riders. A plan is being developed for use and all current activities on or around the lake are being reviewed. The goal: limit or end those activities which have a negative impact on the wildlife in the refuge. 

Projects—


July 8  Statewide Video Board Meeting. Coordinator, Cini Baumhoff.


July 20-26   44 Cabin Project. Project Leader is Joe Williams. We are expecting 6 TVBCH members and 6 FS members.


July 20-24   Bear Valley Trail Clearing.  Bonnie & Jim Fox and Paula McDermott are leaders.        give Bonnie a call  880-4776 bjsluckeysun@hotmail.com. If you’d like to get the details.
  
Sept 17-21  Little Soldier Lookout.  Raina Phillips, FS, will be there. More info to come.

 Whit and Betty Whitham are enjoying their 50th Wedding Anniversary! Congratulations!

Ken made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Mike seconded. Motion carried. Members enjoyed cookies and brownies and coffee following the meeting.

<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<
July 2011 Newsletter

The valley calendar and the mountain calendar are about a month out of synch this year.  Please keep checking your email for project schedules.  I am sorry for any confusion, but that’s how it is this year.

We always list the start and end dates for a Project, but Members are welcome to arrive when their schedule permits.  Leaders will do their best to give you directions, meet you somewhere, and help you have a good experience.  With the high cost of fuel, we encourage Members to trailer pool.

We need a Leader for the Crooked River project.  The dates are Sept 3-5, but that can change.  If anyone is interested in the Big Soldier & Little Soldier Lookout projects, we need a Leader to work with the Forest Service.

The project list and schedules are subject to change.  We received invitations to a couple projects, so I have included them on the list.  We can discuss them at the next meeting.  If you are interested in any of these projects, give me a call.  If we are working with Forest Service personnel, there is always paperwork and sometimes training involved.  We need to contact them in advance.

This is the project list as of today.  Give Bonnie or me a call if you want to confirm:

@ - means the dates are not going to change again        (… hard to believe, isn’t it)

# - means we were invited, not a planned project

@Bear Valley
July 20-24;  Bonnie is leading a project to clear some trails, including Bernhard Lake 



- this is a great place to ride and easy to find with fishing at the Lake

@44 Cabin Log replacement  (part-a)  July 14-17   (Pistol Creek Trail clearing)


- Doug Jones & Jim Smolinski decided to start clearing the trail (I sent an email invitation )


- thanks to them for making it easier for the packing crew to make it to 44 Cabin

@44 Cabin Log replacement  (part-b)  July 20-26   (pack in John Rose’s cabin crew)


- Joe and Bill are making up packs and ready to ride

44 Creek Trail clearing   Aug 5-7;  Bonnie tentatively rescheduled the project


- we found out today that Raina Phillips is working the Middle Fork Trail Aug 3-10th

@Middle Fork Trail   Aug 3-10;  Raina Phillips of Salmon-Challis NF is leading this project


- if you are interested, give Keith a call;  Rains is willing to sign up anyone to help

Nickel Creek BLM Trailhead Project    - fencing project;  probably late August


- Phil Ryan reported at the BOD meeting;  the BLM is sloooow


- purchased 320-acres site off Mudflat Road on East side of Juniper Mt.

Crooked River Trail Project
scheduled for Sept. 3-5;  blasting crews working in July


- we need a Project Leader;  we can reschedule if there is a better weekend

#Big Soldier Lookout Cleanup    postponed;  the packer, Geoff Fast moved to another district

- over July 4th, Joe Williams and friends cleared the trail most of the way


- there are a couple of large trees left to cut;  we will ask the FS for a new leader 

#Little Soldier Lookout Project

(Sept 17-21 --- possible project)

- tentative dates;  led by Raina Phillips of the Challis NF   (wilderness elk season opens Sept 15th)

- packing trash, hardware and relics from the lookout to the trailhead;  site cleanup

- not a definite project;  contact Keith Lambrecht if interested;  may work with the Heartland chapter

#Marble Creek  - week of Aug 1-6;  pack-in for Selway-Bitterroot-Frank Church Foundation


- start from Stibnite Trailhead, east of Yellow Pine


- Phil Ryan announced this at the State Board meeting;   (contact Phil Ryan 398-8993)


- they need some packers for possibly Aug 2-3 (Tues or Wed) to pack gear


- they will pack out on Aug 6th   (Sat.)


- the Foundation would like the BCH chapters to pack for them on all future projects


- Phil sent the email below:

State Board members:


I have been asked by the Selway-Bitterroot-Frank Church Foundation to help in a project they have going at Marble Creek outside of Stibnite in the Frank Church wilderness. They are going to be working that trail the last of July for a week and ending the project on August 6th. They have asked the Backcountry Horsemen of Idaho pack in their kitchen and food for the ground crew. They would need 8 pack animals to take them in and pack them out at the end of the project. They will pay $1.25 per mile mileage. Eric Nelson is in charge of the project. 

Here is the problem, they want to clear trail from the trailhead for 3 days and then move camp halfway down Marble creek. That would mean packing their equipment on a Tuesday or Wednesday. I know we could get plenty of people for the weekend, but in the middle of the week that is another story. If there is any chapter who has members who could take them in on a weekday let me know. I can make it both taking them in and out, but I only have two pack animals. Their organization has grants for working the Frank Church wilderness next year and they want the BCH to be their packers. 


Anyway let me know if your members can help I would appreciate it.

Thanks

Phil Ryan

Squaw Butte BCH

..........................................................

State Board Of Directors meeting    (Video Conference)

The very first BOD Video Conference took about 90 minutes to start running smoothly.  It was mainly a training issue.  For a little while it seemed hopeless, but suddenly it worked really well.  Thanks to Cini for all her planning and technical help during the meeting.  There was some discussion about the Deer Flat NWR Draft Plan.  I will work with President Mark Bogar to draft a letter from the state BCH.  

We need to revisit the Trails Classification project.  After some discussion, we decided that the work done on the Boise NF trails by the Squaw Butte and Boise chapters is incomplete.  Several of the chapters have met with the National Forest personnel and received blanket agreements to change trail designations to Saddle Stock.

Deer Flat NWR comments 
(Lake Lowell)

Whit brought this up at the last meeting, and some of the Members attended the Public Meeting on June 30th.  For some reason we were not aware of the planning process that started a year ago.  This all happened at the last minute, and you should have received an email about the meeting.

The Draft Plan excludes horseback riding on the Refuge.  Jennifer Scott-Brown, the Wildlife Refuge Manager, explained that Federal legislation in 1997 mandated a new plan and stipulated the priorities of use at the Refuge.  Wildlife is first on the list, Wildlife Activities is second, and horseback riding is down the list.  They are required to exclude a non-Wildlife Activity from the Plan if it interferes with enjoyment by a Wildlife Activity.  And they are required to use the Best Available Scientific evidence to set policy.   

Jennifer explained that they are still taking comments and will continue to make changes until next spring.  They fielded questions but did not accept any comments at the meeting.  There were different opinions after the meeting, but I felt that she was receptive to comments, ideas, and suggestions.  We have a chance to restore horseback riding at the Refuge.  

The main issue is not just a few miles of trail.  There are 550 Wildlife Refuges in the U.S. and a large number of Parks, Reserves, and Monuments.  We can’t allow this plan to set a precedent for use in other plans.

At the meeting, we learned that horses were excluded because of some comments and an assumption.  The main issues were some comments about parking issues, horse manure on the trails, and the spread of weeds through horse manure.

The issues were discussed at the meeting.  Jennifer asked us to send comments, ideas, and references to any studies related to the spreading of weeds through horse manure.  In the Draft Plan, the Staff had already accepted as scientific fact that horse manure spreads weeds.

I searched the internet and found a number of studies and articles to contradict that claim.  I prepared a 7-page document with Links to the studies and excerpts that state horse manure does not spread weeds.  One study stated that the germination rate is very low (1.4%), and the likelihood of a weed growing to maturity on a trail is very low.  Another Link gave references to a number of County, State, and Federal plans that include horseback riding as a low impact use.  One of the plans allows horses on a refuge described as   “a natural preserve of rare serpentine grassland that supports numerous threatened and endangered species”.

These are the best of the Links, if you want to review the information:

http://www.americantrails.org/resources/wildlife/horseenvironment.html

http://forestecology.forest.wisc.edu/Research_Details.html?Horses_Western

I sent an email with the 7-page “weed” document and comments that our chapter will work with them on the parking and manure issues.

PARKING:
 

The Back Country Horsemen is willing to work with the Wildlife Refuge to solve any parking issues.  We can possibly assist with labor, signs, and education.  You indicated that parts of the plan are subject to funding, so maybe this is not a high priority.  We have contacts with other horse clubs and could help spread information about the problems.

 

MANURE:
 

Some people complain about horse manure on the trails in the Sawtooth Mountains, so we tend to discredit those comments.  But we know some horse people clean their trailers in the parking lot.  The Draft Plan includes tolerance for certain activities, so we ask that the plan consider some tolerance for horse manure on the trails.  I don't know how to quantify that, except maybe the number of complaints per thousand visitors.  We think zero tolerance is a little extreme.  Maybe you could contact our chapter if there was an unacceptable.

 

One of the studies suggested that most manure is deposited at home.  One of our State Directors commented that if we stop to kick manure off the trail it is a safety issue.  In most cases, when a horse is walking the manure is scattered anyway.  We could possibly help with signs or leaflets endorsed by the various horse associations that would encourage riders to scatter manure if possible and keep the parking areas clean.

................................................................................................................................................................ 

Photos:   
(Celebration Park and the snow photos from 44 Cabin last year)

- bring your photos to the next meeting on a Thumb-Drive (USB flash drive) or a CD

- copy the photo-folder from your PC to a Thumb-drive using the "Explorer"  (a folder for each project/ride)

- we will copy member folders to a laptop and then copy the whole set of photos back to your Thumb-drive 

- call Keith for a walk-through if you need help

..........

Ken Nungesser has a new cartoon for Broomtales and had a nice article in the last BCHA newsletter.  We haven’t heard from the Idaho Statesman about help with an article.

BCH of America is starting a library of documents and asked for input.  I sent my “weed” document to Rod Parks, and he forwarded it for the library.  

If you would like to submit some information or have any ideas about what you would like to find at the BCHA website, please send me an email.  I have an address for sending email or paper documents.

..................................................................................................................................

July

- July 15-17:  44 Creek Trail clearing – Doug Jones & Jim Smolinski

- July 20-24:  Bear Valley;  contact Bonnie Fox   (880-4776)

- July 20-26:  44 Cabin Project;  contact Joe Williams

- Tues. July 26th;  TVBCH meeting;  some members returning from 44 Cabin

- NEWSLETTER  - reminder for Summer Picnic

- Summer Picnic - committee, set date & location

August

- Summer Picnic – Date ???

- Big Soldier Lookout Cleanup    (postponed due to personnel change)

- Aug. 2nd or 3rd (Tues/Wed) ;   Marble Creek pack-in  ???  (contact Phil Ryan 398-8993)

- Aug. 6th (Sun);    Marble Creek pack-out  ???  (Phil Ryan)

- Aug. 5-7; 44 Creek Trail clearing --- tentative reschedule (Bonnie is the leader)

Sept

- Sept 3-5;  Crooked River trail maintenance;   we need a project leader

- Sept 17-21 ---possible project working with Rains Phillips at Little Soldier Lookout

- BCHA-Public Events Form (insurance) due at Nov. BOD meeting in 2010 ???

- appoint Nominating Committee (officers, delegates, board, audit, …)

- submit RAC Grants ???

- Calendars:   - when do we get them ?  need a volunteer to handle distribution & proceeds

- BCHI website has some flyers for community bulletin boards & merchant sales (Activities link)

<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<
Letter from Keith on Deer Flat Wildlife Management Area

Dear Jennifer Brown-Scott,

My name is Keith Lambrecht.  I sent some comments on behalf of the Treasure Valley Back Country Horsemen before the latest Public Meeting on June 30th.  That was before I knew much about the plan requirements.  We spoke on the phone later, and I wanted to compliment you again for your professionalism and efforts to do your job correctly.  I thought the parade was a little extreme and hope your supervisor knows what you are dealing with.  (But I know you don’t really need my sympathy, and it won’t affect your decisions.)

………………….

I hope you find this information useful, and our chapter would like you to include it in the Deer Flat Draft Plan.  The Plan was a topic at our Idaho BCH Board of Directors Meeting, and there is a lot of interest across the state.

One of our members suggested that a letter from our chapter would only count as one comment.  We can submit a lot of comments if a large count is necessary, but we understand you will make a final decision based on the best information available.

…………………………………………………………

Our chapter would like you to consider reinstating horseback riding as an acceptable recreation use on the Wildlife Refuge.  From the information at the public meeting, we concluded that horseback riding was excluded for the following reasons:

Comments about parking

Comments about horse manure on the trails

References that indicate horse manure spreads weeds 

PARKING:

The Back Country Horsemen is willing to work with the Wildlife Refuge to solve any parking issues.  We can possibly assist with labor, signs, and education.  You indicated that parts of the plan are subject to funding, so maybe this is not a high priority.  We have contacts with other horse clubs and could help spread information about the problems.

MANURE:
Some people complain about horse manure on the trails in the Sawtooth Mountains, so we tend to discredit those comments.  But we know some horse people clean their trailers in the parking lot.  The Draft Plan includes tolerance for certain activities, so we ask that the plan consider some tolerance for horse manure on the trails.  I don't know how to quantify that, except maybe the number of complaints per thousand visitors.  We think zero tolerance is a little extreme.  Maybe you could contact our chapter if there was an unacceptable.

 

One of the studies suggested that most manure is deposited at home.  One of our State Directors commented that if we stop to kick manure off the trail it is a safety issue.  In most cases, when a horse is walking the manure is scattered anyway.  We could possibly help with signs or leaflets endorsed by the various horse associations that would encourage riders to scatter manure if possible and keep the parking areas clean.

WEEDS IN MANURE:

I searched the internet and selected some Links that point to studies, articles, and references about weeds in horse manure.  I copied some of the content and pasted it in the document to make it user friendly.  You may verify the information through the Links.

You will find the studies mention the lack of any previous studies to support an assumption that horse manure spreads weeds.  The conclusion of one study is that weeds will grow from horse manure, but it is unlikely they would survive on a trail.  The studies did not support the assumption that horse manure spreads weeds.   

There is a Link in the attachment that includes information about a recreational study.  It concluded that horses and riders did not disturb birds.  There is also a Link to a study that indicates horse manure does not pose a threat to humans.

There is another Link that includes information about county, state, and federal plans that allow equestrian use.  An excerpt is listed below:

· Edgewood Park and Natural Preserve Master Plan Adopted May 1997 (Parks and Recreation Division San Mateo County) Pg. 11 B. Definitions 6. Definition of Low-Intensity Recreation Uses: "Define low-intensity recreation uses as passive recreation uses that will not create a direct or cumulative adverse environmental impact. Such uses include, but are not limited to, on-trail hiking, walking, jogging, horseback riding, nature observation, education, docent-led group tours, and picnicking and camping...". This is a natural preserve of rare serpentine grassland that supports numerous threatened and endangered species 

I tried and could not find any studies to confirm that horse manure spreads weeds.  If you have access to studies with different conclusions, I would appreciate receiving a note with those references.
…………………………………………………………
Other comments – SIGNS:

If the final decision excludes horseback riding, we hope the signage on the trails will somehow reflect it in a positive way.  A horse overlaid with a red circle and slash sends a negative message. 

It is difficult to tell that Lake Lowell is on a Wildlife Refuge.  I don’t remember seeing many signs.

Other comments – HUNTING:

At the Wildlife Management Areas, they allow waterfowl hunting all day, but ducks normally fly early and late.  They start upland game hunting later in the day.  That helps avoid conflicts.  The one-box limit is a good idea to discourage “sky busting”.

…………………………………………………..

Thanks for your time,

Keith Lambrecht

President, Treasure Valley Back Country Horsemen

tvbchpresident@hotmail.com

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>


The information below is a series of links to studies and articles about weed seeds in horse manure.
There is a file on the website that has more detail, just too much for the newsletter.(7 pages)
http://www.tvbch.com/html/newsletter.html   
……………………………………………….
http://articles.latimes.com/2006/jan/20/local/me-horseweeds20 

http://www.cal-ipc.org/symposia/archive/pdf/2006/EDQuinn.pdf 

- this is a Power Point presentation of the study conducted by Dominican University of California, sponsored by the National Park Service and Envirohorse 


http://www.aerc.org/EnduranceNews_West_Weed_Study.pdf 

- study by the University of Wisconsin-Madison

http://forestecology.forest.wisc.edu/Research_Details.html?Horses_Western 

- publication of study by the University of Wisconsin-Madison


http://forestecology.forest.wisc.edu/Research_Details.html?Horses_Eastern

http://www.equisearch.com/uncategorized/weed-free-horse-feed/ 


http://www.bayequest.info/static/pdf/manure.pdf 

- California study of health risk of manure


http://www.americantrails.org/resources/wildlife/horseenvironment.html 

- info from American Trails website

<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<
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